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RIFLES // CUSTOM

Pedro Ortiz, a self-taught gunsmith from 
Savannah, Ga. via Puerto Rico, holds the 

custom AR-15 that bears his name.  
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The market has been saturated with new manu-
facturers with their AR platform models available 
in a variety of price points. Given the popularity 
of such guns, it was only a matter of time before 
tactical rifl es went the path of all those designs 
before it, and found their way into the hands of 
skilled craftsmen looking to raise the AR’s perfor-
mance to that of a custom rifl e.

It is the challenge to make a gun shoot farther 
and faster while signifi cantly improving its per-
formance—and even ergonomics—that drives 
some of these gun afi cionados. One man who 
welcomes that challenge is Pedro Ortiz, one of 
America’s fi nest gunsmiths. Ortiz is the owner of 
Ortiz Custom Guns in Savannah, Ga., and it is 
here that fi rearm performance is both demanded 
and expected. 

 Like many of the custom AR rifl es on the mar-
ket, the Ortiz rifl e is a combination of the best 
parts available put together using knowledge 

gleaned from experience that makes the differ-
ence. You see, Pedro Ortiz is not just a gunsmith. 
He has been an accomplished competitor in his 
home country of Puerto Rico, and despite not 
having any formal gunsmithing training, he is 
widely respected as one of America’s leading ex-
perts in fi rearm performance.

Building for Performance
It was Ortiz’s goal to assemble and produce a rifl e 
that would deliver match-grade accuracy in a gun 
made for hunting. Such accuracy is important for 
predator hunters, who often take shots hundreds 
of yards in distance where bullet placement is 
critical to success. 

The Ortiz Custom Rifl e starts with a Geissele 
two-stage trigger, which Ortiz has further honed 
and set at 3.5 pounds. Ortiz has for years special-
ized in trigger work, starting in three decades ago 
when he modifi ed Model 1911 triggers for most 

W
ithout question the past fi ve to six years have been 
both challenging and quite interesting in the person-
al defense and recreational shooting industries. And 
while they are basically a product of the same segment 
of the fi rearms industry, they can be both quite similar 
in many ways and strangely different at the same time. 
Certainly, the tactical gun segment of the market has 

been red hot for a number of years now, and there are obvious reasons for its 
popularity. Initially home defense was the main reason consumers invested in a 
tactical fi rearm before migrating over to competitive shooters and more recently 
into the hands of hunters, especially predator and wild hog enthusiasts. 

In assembling his own ideal AR rifl e, self-taught 

gunsmith Pedro Ortiz adds the special touch that 

only a true master can bring to the table.

BY MARTY FISCHER

The Ortiz
Custom AR-15
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ATFMachinegun.ComATFMachinegun.Com  by Franks Gun

•Free Appraisals
•Overnight funding
•We will do all paperwork
•Brokerage service available
•We pay shipping
•Call us for a free informal appraisal of your
   machine guns
•We specialize in estates and collections

LEGAL MGS ONLY

All ATF rules apply

CALL TODAY

to experience the most professional 
machine gun dealership anywhere

417-850-1649

www.atfmachinegun.com
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The Midwest’s Premier 
Class III Dealer

Up to 80% of retail paid

CURRENT INVENTORY
STEN MK 2 ...................................$3,800
AR 180 LAFRANCE .....................$8,000
MM13............................................$3,800
BERRETTA BM 59 .308  ...........$10,700
AMERICAN 180 ...........................$8,500
HK 33 ...........................................$12,200
COLT M16A1   
MODEL 37 WATER COOLED MACHINE 
  GUN ...........................................$15,500
M10 45 WITH SILENCER  ...........$3,500
COLT 639 RARE ..............................$22K
M2 CARBINE ................................$4,500 
HK 51 SEAR GUN ......................$17,500
M1A THOMPSON ........................$6,500

BENELLI ENTRY POLICE SBS ........$790
SMITH 76 ............................................$6K
STERLING BY ERB .............................$7K
GROUP IND. UZI .................................$7K
JAPANESE TYPE 11 ....................$7,500
1928 BRIDGEPORT THOMPSON .$20K
CHAUCHAUT C AND R ORIGINAL
   .....................................................$5,950
COLT 21/28 THOMPSON   $27K
JAPANESE TYPE 11 ....................$9,900
HUNGARIAN STYLE AK 47’S .........$950
ROMANIAN STYLE AK 47’S
ROMANIAN STYLE AK 47 WITH 
   FOLDING  STOCK

WE BUY MACHINE GUNS! 
SINGLE PIECE OR COLLECTIONS

FREE APPRAISALS
(and we make it easy!)
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WHO IS PEDRO ORTIZ?
There aren’t many gun shops that you can go into these days that 
don’t offer at least a smattering of tactical fi rearms. Over the past 
fi ve years or so, these military-style fi rearms have become the rage, 
as resident sportsmen gobble them up for home defense, hunting or 
target shooting. Recently there has been a run on rifl e parts, as many 
shooters sought to assemble their own custom AR shooting platform. 
As you might expect, some gun shops and manufacturers started 
moving in the direction of producing custom rifl es with superior 
overall performance as a goal. 

Evolution of a Gunsmith
Pedro Ortiz of Ortiz Custom Guns in Savannah, Ga. has traveled the 
world in search of shooting perfection. His story began more than 40 
years ago when he discovered that he had a fascination with fi rearms. 
As a 12-year-old lad, Ortiz lived in the tobacco and coffee-producing 
region of Puerto Rico, and it was there that he realized his passion for 
fi rearms and yearning to understand what made them tick.

“I never played any stickball or other ball sports,” Ortiz said. “I 
lived in the country and instead of balls and bats, I got a BB gun. As 
much as I loved to shoot it, I found myself more interested in fi guring 
out how to make my BB gun shoot faster, farther and with more ac-
curacy. I was obsessed by it.”

As a young man in Puerto Rico, Ortiz had a chance to work on 
many guns, especially Smith & Wesson Model 1911s. 

“The 1911 was king in Puerto Rico in the late 80s and early 90s. 
There were lots of shooters in the country, and the 1911 was the 
handgun of choice,” he said. “Initially, I started doing trigger work for 
competitive shooters, and the business just grew from there.”

Strangely enough, Ortiz is completely a self-trained gunsmith. He 
has never had any formal training, but he says that his ability to close 
his eyes and see the gun work allows him to work on guns a bit dif-
ferently from someone who does it strictly by the book.

Ortiz became an accomplished competitive shooter with many 
wins under his belt, but he readily admits that he got caught up with 
the party crowd in Puerto Rico as a young man. He enjoyed the fast-
paced lifestyle, but it led to him becoming an alcoholic. There was 
only one way out, he surmised: a move to the states and away from 
everything that was a part of his lifestyle. 

Once in America, Ortiz moved around a bit, doing some gunsmith-
ing and even serving as an alcohol rehab counselor for a time. But his 
love of guns and how they operate drew him to Savannah, where he 
set up shop with Thunderbolt Guns for a number of years. Business 
was good, and he was recognized as one of the top gunsmiths in the 
region. 

Perfecting the AR Platform
Over time, Ortiz realized that he wanted to be on his own and do 
his thing, so he founded Ortiz Custom Guns. The business features 
full gunsmithing services, as well as a showroom stocked with rifl es, 
handguns and shooting accessories. Ortiz also handles fi rearm estate 
sales when they come up.

As with any entrepreneurial spirit, Pedro Ortiz is constantly search-
ing for that little extra in a gun to make it perform better. That is why 
he decided to assemble his own perfect AR-platform rifl e. In addition 
to utilizing the best individual products on the market, he adds the 
special touch that only a master gunsmith can bring to the table. 
That is what will make his AR special, and that is what will keep Ortiz 
Custom Guns at the forefront of shooting technology. —M.F.
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of the competitive shooters in Puerto 
Rico. 

“Frankly the most important part of 
any gun is the trigger assembly,” Or-
tiz says. “It’s virtually impossible for a 
fi rearm to perform at its best in human 
hands if the trigger pull is not smooth 
and crisp.”

The second part of the Ortiz Custom 
Rifl e is a Stoner AR-15 stainless bar-
rel with the popular Wylde chamber. 

Many shooters like the Wylde cham-
ber because it has a longer throat than 
the .223 SAAMI spec, which allows 
safe usage of 5.56x45mm NATO ap-
proved ammunition. 

This match grade barrel features a 
1-in-8-inch twist with 5R rifl ing. The 
barrel is fl uted for greater strength, less 
weight and accelerated cooling, and is 
made of 416R stainless. The barrel also 
features M4 Feed Ramps, a gas port 

mid-length and is threaded 1⁄2”-28. The 
customer has the choice of an 18- or 
20-inch barrel.

To assist in the cooling and handling 
of the gun, Ortiz selected the Troy 
Industries Alpha Battle 15-inch free 
fl oating rail. This modular handguard 
is lightweight and slim enough to feel 
great in the hands of most shooters. 
The popular rail is constructed of air-
craft aluminum and fi nished with a 
mil-spec anodized coat. It can accept 
modular rail sections and can easily 
accept a number of tactical accessories.

With the popularity of the AR-plat-
form rifl e these days, you can bet that 
there are a number of stock options 
available, too. It is the stock confi gura-
tion that comfortably allows the sight-
ing eye to look through any chosen 
optic. Ortiz selected the Magpul PRS, 
which is short for Precision Rifl e Snip-
er. This stock is similar to those used 
on the fi nest precision target rifl es, but 
is designed to withstand the elements. 

The Magpul PRS is fully adjustable 
for length of pull and comb height 
in order to ensure the best fi t pos-
sible. The length of pull is adjustable 
from 1⁄4-inch shorter to 3⁄4 of an inch 
longer than factory dimensions. The 
comb height can be adjusted a full 3⁄4 

The trigger assembly is the most important part 
of the gun according to Ortiz. He uses a Giessele 

two-stage trigger on his custom AR-15 rifl es.  
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of an inch, which allows an easy comb 
height fi t for shooters of all shapes, 
sizes and genders. 

One of the problems AR shooters 
may one day encounter is a broken 
or malfunctioning charging handle. 
Ortiz Custom Guns has addressed 
this concern by selecting a Vltor BCM 
Gunfi ghter Charging Handle for its 
custom gun. The Vltor BCM Gunfi ght-
er handle is machined from 7075 billet 
aluminum and fi nished with an anod-
ized hard coat. 

One of the features of a custom rifl e is 
that it not only look good, it must also 
feel good in the hands of the shooter. 
To help ensure both of these physical 

attributes, Ortiz added an Ergo Sure 
Grip Pistol Grip AR-15, which is made 
for left- and right-hand shooters. This 
grip is ergonomically designed to fi t 
the shooter’s hand more comfortably, 
which provides better recoil control. 
In many ways the grip is an extension 
of the trigger pull, since a comfortable 
grip of the gun greatly reduces mis-
takes when squeezing the trigger.

To complete the physical gun, Ortiz 
mounts a JP Enterprise Compensator. 
which serves to signifi cantly reduce 
the felt recoil of the gun. Obviously 
muzzle jump can be a signifi cant fac-
tor for second shot accuracy whether 
hunting predators or competing in 

3-Gun, and Ortiz has recognized the 
need to keep the muzzle calm during 
operation.

To enhance the performance of the 
Ortiz Custom Rifl e, Ortiz has also add-
ed a Harris 6-9 Bipod and a Burris Full 
Field II 3.5-10x50mm tactical scope 
to the standard model. The scope is 
seated in a Burris AR-P.E.P.R. one-piece 
quick-release scope mount. Burris 
P.E.P.R. stands for Proper Eye Position 
Ready, which means that as much as 2 
inches of forward scope movement is 
possible for the shooter to achieve the 
perfect eye-relief distance. 

Putting It All Together
Of course all of the “best of the best” 
parts are only as good as the sum of 
those parts once assembled, tweaked 
and made to be as perfect as possible. 
The Ortiz Custom Rifl e is designed to 
be accurate at 350 to 400 yards, and 
Ortiz guarantees ½-inch M.O.A. or 
less at 100 yards using factory ammu-
nition. According to Ortiz, the rifl e 
will shoot a 4-inch group or less at 
400 yards, again with factory ammo. 
Shooters are shooters, however, and as 
with all rifl es, the proof has to be seen.

A recent trip to a gun range in late 
July proved to be a real test for the 
Ortiz Custom Rifl e. It was almost 100 
degrees on the range and there was 
a steady crosswind of more than 10 
miles per hour. 

Ortiz put the gun through its paces 
by shooting not on a bench, but from 
a standing position off of a BogPod 
with an AR rest. Using factory Win-
chester Match Grade ammo, the rifl e 
performed as advertised. 

The standard Ortiz Custom Rifl e 
comes assembled as described and  
weighs 6¾ pounds without optics and 
approximately 8½ pounds  with optics. 
There are also numerous upgrade op-
tions available, which may be added 
upon request. The standard rifl e retails 
for $1,795. That’s about the same cost 
as some more expensive assembly line 
models, but with Ortiz, the shooter gets 
a custom rifl e that delivers unbeliev-
ably good custom performance. GDTM

Only You Can 
Prepare Yourself!

•  16 by 11 panel easily inserts into your 
child’s backpack

•  Turn your Briefcase, Laptop or 
Backpack into a Bullet resistant 
Stopping machine!

•  Level 3a Ballistic panels will stop up to a 44 magnum. 
9mm, .357 45’s.

•  N.I.J Lab Tested easily inserts into your pack!

•  16 by 11 panel $199.99
•  13 by 13 panel $149.99
•  9 by 12 panel $89.99

Concealment Vest
Features
•  2 Concealed gun pockets 

with elastic reinforced 
pocket lining

•  Works well with compact 
and sub-compact pistols 
and revolvers

•  Concealed magazine 
pouches 

CHECK OUT OUR FULL LINE OF CONCEALMENT HOLSTERS AND ACCESSORIES AT

wwwwww.Bluestonesafety.Bluestonesafety.com.com

•  D-Ring locking system for extra 
security

• Comfortable sheepskin lined backing
• Light foam padding
•  Reinforcement strap with Velcro 

closure and Thumb Break snap
•  Available small-mid size handguns 

OR Ruger LCP and Similar .380 
Models

$61.95

$39.95

Undercover Ankle Holster With D-Ring

Call or write 
for a catalog 

today:

888-776-6220
7121 North Austin, Niles, IL 60714

Dealers Wanted

ORDER YOUR KITS TODAY
ONLINE: PHONE:  (978) 635-9162

CMP NRA National Trophy Pistol and Rifle Match Competition Approved. Pat.No.US7886477

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA.
Veteran-owned, SAM Registered.

Let’s face it, it’s no fun shooting  
if you can’t hit the target! From  
the first use, it was like getting  
a new set of eyes...

Perfect vision with prescription, contacts, safety and sunglasses 

Two apertures included in a handy, durable case 

Rifle, Handgun/Bow and Master Kit (Our most  
popular! Includes 1 Rifle plus 1 Handgun/Bow)

– TIM SMITH, PUBLISHER/OWNER,  
Airgun Hobbyist Magazine

For more information on the Ortiz 
Custom Rifl e, contact Pedro Ortiz at 
912-925-0799 or visit his website at 
ortizcustomguns.com.

50-OrtizCustom.indd   54 9/24/13   2:12 PM



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 300
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




